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SUBJECT:  Order of Succession Under Executive Order 13000 and the Federal 
Vacancies Reform Act of 1998 

References:  (a)  DoD Directive 3020.4, "Order of Succession of Officers to Act as 
Secretary of Defense," July 3, 1996 (hereby canceled)

(b)  Executive Order 13000, "Order of Succession of Officers to Act as 
Secretary of Defense," April 24, 1996

(c)  Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 1998 (5 U.S.C. §§ 3345-3349)
(d)  Title 10, United States Code

1.  REISSUANCE AND PURPOSE 

This Directive reissues reference (a) and pursuant to references (b) (enclosure 1) and 
(c), establishes the order of succession to act as Secretary of Defense, or other 
Presidentially Appointed, Senate Confirmed (PAS) Officer in the Department of 
Defense.   The order of succession to act as Secretary of the Army, Secretary of the 
Navy, and Secretary of the Air Force is specified in sections 3017, 5017, and 8017, 
respectively, of reference (d).

2.  APPLICABILITY 

This Directive applies to the Office of the Secretary of Defense, the Military 
Departments, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Combatant Commands, the 
Inspector General of the Department of Defense, Defense Agencies, the DoD Field 
Activities, and the other organizational entities of the Department of Defense (hereafter 
referred to collectively as "the DoD Components").
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3.  POLICY 

3.1.  Order of Succession to Act as the Secretary of Defense 

3.1.1.  In the event of the death, permanent disability, or resignation of the 
Secretary of Defense, DoD officials, in the order specified in reference (b) (enclosure 
1) shall act for and exercise the powers of the Secretary of Defense.

3.1.2.  Officials listed in the enclosure shall be fully familiar with the order of 
succession to the position of Secretary of Defense.

3.2.  Authority to Act as a PAS Officer.   Except as otherwise directed by the 
President or the Secretary of Defense, or as otherwise required by law (reference (d)), 
within the Department of Defense an officer or employee designated in writing by a 
PAS Officer as "Principal Deputy" to that Officer shall be considered that Officer's First 
Assistant.

4.  EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Directive is effective immediately.

Enclosures - 1 
E1.  Executive Order 13000

DODD 3020.4, May 2, 2001
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E1.  ENCLOSURE 1

EXECUTIVE ORDER 13000

DODD 3020.4, May 2, 2001
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DODD 3020.4, May 2, 2001
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