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SEYCHELLES
SUMMARY OF CLAIMS
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	TYPE
	DATE
	SOURCE
	LIMITS
	NOTES


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	TERRITORIAL SEA
	Aug 77 
	Maritime Zones Act,

No. 15 of 1977 
	12nm 
	Foreign warships must give notice prior to transiting territorial sea or archipelagic waters.  Nuclear-powered foreign ships, or foreign ships carrying any nuclear substance or any other radioactive substances or materials, wishing to exercise the right of innocent passage shall give notice to and obtain the prior authorization of the Port Authorities of Seychelles before doing so. 

These requirements are not recognized by the U.S.   The U.S. protested the foreign warship notification requirement and other provisions of this law in 1982 and conducted operational assertions in 1998 and 1999.  

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Mar 99
	Maritime Zones Act, 

No. 2 of 1999
	
	Reaffirmed prior notification for warships transiting territorial sea.  


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	ARCHIPELAGIC, STRAIGHT BASELINES, & 
	Aug 77 
	Act No. 15 
	
	Authority to designate historic waters.



	HISTORIC CLAIMS
	Mar 99
	Act No. 2 
	
	See below discussion.  

	_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	CONTIGUOUS ZONE
	Mar 99
	Act No. 2 
	24nm
	See below discussion.


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	CONTINENTAL SHELF
	Aug 77 
	Act No. 15 
	CM/ 200nm 
	Claimed exclusive jurisdiction similar to that within EEZ.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Mar 99
	Act No. 2 
	
	Reaffirmed 200nm CS.  


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	FISHING ZONE/EEZ 
	Jul 69 
	Proclamation No.6 
	12nm 
	Exclusive fishing zone.


	
	Mar 71 
	Fishing Limits Ordinance No. 3 
	
	Established controls on foreign fishing within fishing zone.


	
	Aug 77 
	Act No. 15 
	200nm 
	EEZ.


	
	Feb 78 
	Presidential Order S.I. No. 23 of 1978 
	
	Set 200nm and median-line coordinates of EEZ limits.


	
	Jun 78 
	Amendment to Act No. 15 
	
	Maritime boundaries with neighbors to be equidistant lines.


	
	Dec 78 
	Exclusive Economic Zone (No. 2) Order, 1978 
	
	Revised coordinates; revoked Order No. 23. Geographical description of the limits of the EEZ.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Mar 99
	Act No. 2 
	
	Reaffirmed 200nm EEZ.  See below discussion.  


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	TYPE
	DATE
	SOURCE
	LIMITS
	NOTES


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATION 
	Aug 77 
	Act No. 15 
	200nm 
	Exclusive control asserted within EEZ.

	
	Mar 99
	Act No. 2 
	
	See below discussion.  


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	LOS CONVENTION
	Dec 82 
	
	
	Signed.


	
	Sep 91 
	
	
	Ratified.


	
	Jul 94 
	
	
	Signed Part XI Agreement.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Dec 94
	
	
	Ratified Part XI Agreement.


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

LEGISLATION

MARITIME ZONES ACT 1999, Excerpts

(repealed Maritime Zones Act (Cap. 122))

Part I

Preliminary

1.  This Act may be cited as the Maritime Zones Act, 1999 and shall come into operation on such date as the President may, by notice in the Gazette, appoint and the President may appoint different dates for different provisions of the Act.

Part II

Territiorial Sea, Internal Waters, Archipelagic

Waters and Contiguous Zone

3.(1)  The baselines for the purpose of this Act shall be:

(a)  the low-water line; or

(b)  where the President has prescribed straight archipelagic baselines under subsection (s), the archipelagic baselines.

. . .

4.  The limit of the territorial sea is the line every point of which is at a distance of twelve nautical miles from the nearest point on the baselines.

5.(1)  The internal waters of Seychelles comprise the areas of the sea that are on the landward side-

(a)  of the low-water line, or

(b)  where the President . . . prescribed closing lines . . . .

. . .

6.  The archipelagic waters of Seychelles comprise the areas of the sea on the landward side of any straight archipelagic baselines . . . up to the seaward limit of the internal waters.

7.  The sovereign jurisdiction of Seychelles extends and has always extended to the internal waters, territorial sea and archipelagic waters of Seychelles and the sea bed and subsoil underlying, and the air space over, such sea and waters.

8.(1)  [T]he contiguous zone of Seychelles comprises the areas of the sea that are beyond and adjacent to the territorial sea having, as their seaward limit, a line measured seaward from the baselines every point of which is twnety-four nautrical miles distant from the nearest point on the baselines.

(2)  The contiguous zone shall not extend into any part of the territorial sea of a foreign state, determined in accordance with the Convention, and, where appropriate . . . shall operate as though it were modified to the extent necessary to meet the requirement of this subsection in any particular case.

(3)  Seychelles has and may exercise in respect of the contiguous zone such powers and authorities as may be necessary to prevent or punish the infringement within Seychelles, including the territorial sea and archipelagic waters, of any written law which respect to customs, fiscal, immigration or sanitation.

Part III

EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE

9.  [T]he exclusive economic zone of Seychelles comprises the areas beyond and adjacent to the territorial sea, having as their seaward limit, a line measured seaward every point of which is at a distance of 200 nautical miles from the nearest point on the baselines.

10.  Subject to this Act, Seychelles ahs, and has always had, in relation to the [EEZ]-

(a)  sovereign rights for the purpose of the exploration, exploitation, conservation and management of the natural resources, whether living or non-living, of the seabed of the zone and the subsoil of and superjacent waters to the seabed as well as for producing energy from tides, winds and currents;

(b)  exclusive rights to construct and to authorize and regulate the construction, operation, and use of –

(i)  artificial islands;

(ii)  installations and structures, for the purposes provided for under paragraph (a) or any other economic purposes;

(c)  exclusive rights to authorize and to regulate the construction, operation and use of, and jurisdiction over installations and structures which may interfere with exercise by Seychelles of rights in respect of the [EEZ];

(d)  exclusive jurisdiction over artificial islands, installations and structures referred to in paragraph (b);

(e)  exclusive jurisdiction to regulate, authorize and control marine scientific research;

(f)  jurisdiction to preserve and protect the marine environment and to prevent and control marine pollution; and

(g)  such other rights and jurisdiction as are recognized by international law.

11.(1)  [W]ith respect to the continental shelf, the continental shelf of Seychelles comprises the seabed and subsoil of the submarine areas that extend beyond the limit of the territorial sea throughout the natural prolongation of the land territory of Seychelles-

(a)  to the other edge of the continental margin; or

(b)  to a distance of two hundred nautical miles from the baseline where the outer edge of the continental margin does not extend up to that distance.

. . .

Part IV

RIGHTS OF PASSAGE

15.  Subject to the exercise by Seychelles of its sovereign rights and exclusive jurisdiction within its [EEZ] or over its continental shelf, ships and aircraft of foreign states shall, in accordance with the principles, practice and provisions of international law as are provided for under this Act, enjoy in the [EEZ] and over the continental shelf-

(a)  freedom of navigation; and

(b)  freedom of overflight.

16.(1)  Without prejudice to any other written law . . . foreign ships shall enjoy the right of innocent passage through the territorial sea and archipelagic waters.

(2)  Foreign warships may only enter or pass through the territorial sea or archipelagic waters after giving notice to, and obtaining prior authorization of, the Port Authorities of Seychelles.

(3)  Submarines shall, while passing through the archipelagic waters or territorial sea navigate on the surface and show their flag.  

(4)  A nuclear-powered foreign ship or foreign ship carrying any nuclear substance or any other radioactive substances or materials, wishing to exercise the right of innocent passage shall give notice to and obtain the prior authorization of, the Port Authorities of Seychelles before doing so.  

(5)  The President may . . . suspend the right of innocent passage for such temporary period, and in such parts of the archipelagic waters or the territorial sea, as are specified . . . where the President is satisfied that it is essential to do so for the protection of the security of Seychelles, including weapons exercises.

17.(1)  Innocent passage means passage that its continuous and expeditious and not prejudicial to the peace, good order or security of Seychelles, for the purpose of-

(a)  traversing the territorial sea or archipelagic waters without entering internal waters or calling at a roadstead or port facility outside internal waters; or

(b)  proceeding to or from internal waters or a call at such a roadstead or part facility.

(2)  Subject to subsection (3), the passage of a foreign ship is prejudicial to the peace, good order and security of Seychelles if, without the authority for doing so, the ship engages, within the archipelagic waters or territorial sea in any of the following activities-

(a)  any threat or use of force against the sovereignty, territorial integrity or political independence of Seychelles or acts in any other manner in violation of the principles of international law embodies in the Charter of the United Nations;

(b)  the launching, landing or taking on board of any aircraft or military device;

(c)  any exercise or practice with weapons of any kind;

(d)  any act aimed at collecting information to the prejudice of the defence or security of Seychelles;

(e)  any act by way of propaganda aimed at affecting the defence or security of Seychelles;

(f)  the taking on board or off-landing of any person, commodity or currency contrary to the customs, fiscal, immigration or sanitary laws and regulations of Seychelles;

(g)  any fishing activities or extracting of living and non-living resources;

(h)  any act of pollution calculated or likely to cause damage or harm to Seychelles, its people, resources or environment;

(i)  the carrying out of research or survey activities;

(j)  any act aimed at interfering with any system of communication or telecommunication or other facilities or installations whether such system, facilities or installations are on land or on the sea or under the sea;

(k)  such other activity not having a direct bearing on passage or is designed to hamper international navigation.

(3)  The passage of a foreign warship in the territorial sea or archipelagic waters is prejudicial to the peace, good order or security of Seychelles if the warship navigates in the archipelagic waters or the territorial sea without the prior notice and authorization required under section 16(2).

Seychelles Exclusive Economic Zone Boundaries

The following description of the limits of the EEZ are extracted from the Exclusive Economic Zone (No. 2) Order of 1978.

Description of the limit of the EEZ:

TABLE 2-190

SEYCHELLES EEZ COORDINATES

	Point
	Latitude 

South of Equator
	Longitude

East of Greenwich

	1
	07° 46'
	43° 15'

	2
	06° 04'
	46° 41'

	3
	06° 19'
	47° 49'

	4
	06° 30'
	48° 40'

	5
	05° 41'
	49° 57'

	6
	04° 32'
	50° 04'

	7
	01° 38'
	52° 36'

	8
	00° 29'
	56° 03'

	9
	02° 39'
	58° 48'

	10
	04° 01'
	59° 15'

	11
	05° 34'
	59° 09'

	12
	07° 10'
	59° 30'

	13
	08° 27'
	59° 22'

	14
	08° 33'
	58° 23'

	15
	08° 45'
	56° 25'

	16
	08° 56'
	54° 30'

	17
	09° 39'
	53° 53'

	18
	12° 17'
	53° 49'

	19
	12° 47'
	53° 14'

	20
	11° 31'
	50° 29'

	21
	11° 05'
	50° 12'

	22
	10° 17'
	49° 26'

	23
	11° 01'
	48° 30'

	24
	10° 47'
	47° 33'

	25
	10° 37'
	46° 56'

	26
	11° 12'
	45° 47'

	27
	10° 55'
	45° 31'

	28
	10° 27'
	44° 51'

	29
	08° 05'
	43° 10'
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