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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
SUMMARY OF CLAIMS
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	TYPE
	DATE
	SOURCE
	LIMITS
	NOTES


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	TERRITORIAL SEA
	Jul 52 
	Law No. 3342 
	3nm 
	


	
	Sep 67 
	Law No. 186 
	6nm
	


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	ARCHIPELAGIC, STRAIGHT BASELINES, & HISTORIC CLAIMS
	Jul 52 
	Law No. 3342 
	
	Samana, Ocoa, and Neiba Bays claimed as historic bays.

	 
	Sep 67 
	Law No. 186 
	
	Established straight baselines; claimed Escocesa and Santo Domingo Bays; also enclosed Yuma, Andres, Ocoa, and Ensenada de los Aguilas Bays. 

These claims are not recognized by the U.S.  U.S. conducted operational assertions against these claims in 1987, 1991, and 1992.


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	CONTIGUOUS ZONE
	Jul 52 
	Law No. 3342 
	15nm 
	


	
	Apr 77 
	Law No. 573 
	24nm
	


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	CONTINENTAL SHELF
	Sep 67 
	Law No. 186 
	1958 DEF 
	


	
	Apr 77 
	Law No. 573 
	200nmor CM
	


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	FISHING ZONE/EEZ 
	Jul 52 
	Law No. 3342 
	15nm 
	Fishing zone.


	
	Sep 67 
	Law No. 186 
	12nm 
	Fishing zone.


	
	Apr 77 
	Law No. 573 
	200nm 
	EEZ defined by geographi​cal coordinates specifying outer limit.


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	MARITIME BOUNDARIES
	Feb 79 
	Agreement 
	
	Maritime boundary agreement with Colombia EIF.


	
	Jan 82 
	Agreement 
	
	Maritime boundary agreement with Venezuela EIF.



	
	Aug 96
	
	
	Agreement with the UK (Turks and Caicos) signed.


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	LOS CONVENTION
	Dec 82
	
	
	Signed.


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

STRAIGHT BASELINE LEGISLATION
Act No. 186 of September 1967 on the Territorial Sea, Contiguous Zone, Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental Shelf, as amended by Act No. 573 of 1 April 1977.

Article 1

The territorial sea of the Dominican Republic shall comprise the sea area adjacent to its coasts, and to the coasts of the islands over which the Dominican Republic exercises sovereignty, and extending from the low-water line or from the straight baselines, as the case may be, to a distance of six miles seawards.

Article 2

The bays of Manzanillo, comprising the coastal area lying between the median line of the mouth of the River Massacre or Dajabon and Punta Manzanillo; Rincon, between Cabo Cabron and Cabo Samana; Samana, between Cabo Samana and Cabo San Rafel; Yuma, between Punta Espada and Punta Aljibe; Andres, between Punta Magdalena and Cabo Caucedo; Ocoa, between Punta Salinas and Punta Martin Garcia; Neiba, between Punta Martin Garcia and Punta Averena; and Aguilas, between Cabo Falso and Cabo Rojo, are bays according to the traditional geographical definition of the term, hence the waters lying within the straight lines joining the points which delimit them are internal waters and as such under the full sovereignty of the State.

Paragraph 1.  The bay of Santo Domingo, comprising the coastal area between Punto Palenque and Cabo Caucedo, and the bay of Escocesa, between Cabo Frances Viejo and Cabo Cabron, are declared to be historic bays.  Accordingly, the waters lying within the straight baselines passing through the points which delimit them are internal waters and under the full sovereignty of the State.

Paragraph 2.  The territorial waters adjacent to the bays of Santo Domingo and Escocesa and other bays and portions of internal waters shall be measured seawards from the straight baselines joining the points which delimit them.

U.S. ANALYSIS

Following is an analysis of bay closing lines (8) and historic waters (2) claims that were included in Law No. 186 passed by the Government of the Dominican Republic on 7 September 1967.  The analysis is extracted from Limits in the Seas, No. 5, "Straight Baselines:  Dominican Republic," 25 January 1970.  The straight baseline segments have been plotted on large scale hydrographic charts.  From these, the following analyses have been made.

TABLE 2-58

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC STRAIGHT BASELINE SYSTEM – U.S. ANALYSIS

	POINTS
	LENGTH
	COMMENTS

	Massacre R. - Punta Manzanillo
	3.5
	Point of origin is the terminal of the Haiti boundary.  Enclosed Manzanillo Bay meets legal requirements of a bay.

	Cape Viejo Frances - Cape Cabron
	45.0
	Escocesa Bay is claimed as a historic bay although it was not included in UN A/CONF. 13/1.  See below.

	Cape Cabron - Cape Samana
	4.9
	Encloses a legal and geographic bay (Rincon).

	Cape Samana - Cape Raphael
	21.4
	Enclosed waters of Samana Bay meet legal and geographical requirements of a bay.

	Punta Espado - Punta Aljibe
	13.6
	Bahia de Yuma does not meet the semi-circularity requirement.

	Punta Magdalena - Cape Caucedo
	6.7
	The enclosed waters of Andres Bay do not meet the semi-circularity requirement.

	Cape Caucedo - Punto Palenque
	31.7
	Santo Domingo Bay is claimed as a historic bay although not included in UN A/CONF. 13/1.  See below.

	Punta Salinas - Punta Martin Garcia
	22.7
	Ocoa Bay claimed as a geographic bay although it does not meet the semi-circularity requirement.  Formerly claimed as a historic bay.  See below.

	Punta Martin Garcia - Punta Avarena
	8.2
	Neiba (Neyba) Bay as enclosed meets the semi-circularity requirement.  Claimed earlier as a historic bay.

	Cabo Falso - Cabo Rojo
	7.8
	Ensenada de los Aguilas as enclosed does not meet the semi-circularity requirement.

	Total distance:
	165.5
	


The ten straight baseline segments have a total length of 165.5 nautical miles and they cover approximately fifty per cent of the Dominican coastline.  According to the law, eight of the straight baseline segments enclose geographic bays, four of which--Yuma, Andres, Ocoa and Aguilas--however, do not meet the semicircularity requirements of a legal bay.  The final two coastal indentations are claimed as historic bays.  In contrast, in Memorandum Concerning Historic Bays (Preparatory Document No. 1) by the Secretariat of the United Nations for the U.N. Conference on the Law of the Sea (A/CONF. 13/1 20 September 1957), three bays--Samana, Ocoa and Neyba (Neiba)--are listed as "historic bays."  The source for this declaration is Dominican Act No. 3342 of 13 July 1952 as quoted in Laws and Regulations on the  Regime of the Territorial Sea (ST/LEG/SER.B/6, p.ll).  All three bays are claimed in the 1967 legislation as geographic bays.  Two of the bays have closing lines longer than 10 but shorter than 24 nautical miles while the third, Neiba, has a bay closing line of only 8.2 nautical miles.

The legislation of 1967, however, adds the "bights" of Escocesa and Santo Domingo as "historic bays"; the 1952 legislation, in contrast, does not include them within Dominican historic waters.  Ocoa Bay, claimed in the 1967 legislation to meet the requirements of a bay, which it does not, was stated in the earlier law to be a historic bay.  Presumably, Ocoa retains this status although it fails the legal definition as a bay.
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