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FOREWORD

This Manual is reissued under the authority of DoD Instruction C-2005.1, "U.S. Program for the Exercise of Navigation and Overflight Rights at Sea (U)," June 21, 1983.  It provides a general reference concerning the maritime claims of all coastal nations.  DoD 2005.1-M, The “Maritime Claims Reference Manual,”  January 1997, is hereby canceled.

This Manual is provided for use by all elements of the Department of Defense, including the Office of the Secretary of Defense , the Military Departments, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Combatant Commands, the Office of the Inspector General of the Department of Defense, the Defense Agencies, DoD Field Activities, and all organizational entities with the Department of Defense (hereafter referred to collectively as "the DoD Components").

This Manual is effective immediately and shall be used by all the DoD Components.  The Heads of the DoD Components may issue supplementary information  consistent with this Manual when necessary to provide for unique requirements within their respective Components.  In case of conflict with any other source of information issued within the Department of Defense, the information in this Manual takes precedence.

The maritime claims references in this Manual represent claims made by the coastal nations.  Some of the claims are inconsistent with international law.  The United States does not recognize those maritime claims that are not in conformity with customary international law, as reflected in the 1982 U.N. Law of the Sea Convention.  Examples include excessive straight baseline claims, territorial sea claims in excess of 12 nautical miles, and other claims that unlawfully impede freedom of navigation and overflight.  This Manual notes many instances in which the United States has protested excessive claims and conducted operational assertions against such excessive claims under the Freedom of Navigation Program.  Failure to categorize any maritime claim as excessive within this Manual does not indicate U.S. acceptance of excessive claims.

Send recommended changes and updated information on maritime claims, with supporting documentation, if possible, to the agent responsible for preparation of this Manual:



Department of Defense



Representative for Ocean Policy Affairs



Washington, DC 20301-2400



Phone:
(703) 697-9161

DSN 227-9161



Fax:

(703) 695-8073

DSN 225-8073

DoD Components, other Federal Agencies, and the public may download this Manual off the internet from the DoD Home Page [http://www.dtic.mil/defenselink/pubs].
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